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25X1A6a S Corment.  Several Liberal Party leaders in Colombia have been named as
posslble nresidential eandidates in the Yay 1950 eloctions. There have been
no indieations, howover, that any one person has suf’icient strength to win
the suprort of the entire Party, and there is a strong poasibllity that there
will be another aplit similer to the one in the 1946 elections.)

1. Dr. Franciseo Jose Chaux has admitted to friends that he belisves his chances
in the forthcoming electiins are wanlng and that the majority of the Liberal
Party will support Dario Sehandia, the vresent Vinister of Goverrment. Dr.
Gorlos Lleras Restrepo, ex~Chairman of the flational Liberal Party Directorate,

25X1A63 w2s 2lso mentioned ac a pogsible candidate. W Corment. “chandia has

announces? his determinatien to resign from the Covernment and to rotire
rermanently from politics, ut there is no certeinty that he will do go. Inm
some eircles Lleras Restrepo is believed to have loat Influence an’ support
beeause of his recent sconomic proposals.) :

2. Ex-President Alfonso Loper Pumarejo has aroused ccnsiderable interest by
-announeing that he will return to astive politics. Lopes logt a preat deal
of' prestige alter Gaitan accused him in January 1948 of being responsible
in a larpe mexsurs for the lLiboral Party defeat in May 1946. As a result of
this acdusation sone of Lepez' partisans has been ineluded in recent Liberal
Party directorites. Jesus Antonis Guzrman atienpted unsucesssfully to secure
for Lopez the support of Liberal congresemen after Lopoz decided tc becoms achive
In politics apain, Guzman is reported to have stated that Lopez does not
intend to run for the presilency himself, but that he will try to secure avprort
for Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, the former Colomhian Ambassader to the United

States.
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